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It is true that the Social Democratic Government in
Prussia was then very seriously undermined. The Stahlhelm
had proposed on gth August 1931 a plebiscite on the basis
of which the Prussian Assembly was to be dissolved and
Social Democracy thrust from its position of power. But in
spite of an alliance with the National Socialists and the
Communists, only thirty-seven per cent of the electorate
expressed dissatisfaction with the Braun-Severing Govern-
ment.
Then on the 24th April 1932, the election of a new Prussian
Assembly took place. The National Socialists deployed
their enormous forces and were able to capture thirty-six
per cent of the Prussian votes and one hundred and sixty-
three of the total four hundred and thirty-two seats, but they
could only secure an absolute majority by joining forces with
the Communists. They made use of the Communists once
only. With their help they formally overthrew the Braun-
Severing Government by a vote of no confidence at the
first session of the new parliament. But immediately
after the division they beat up the Communists and flung
them out.
Braun handed in his resignation. Attempts to form, out
of the sharply opposed parties a Government with a working
majority came to nothing. Braun was in consequence
formally asked to carry on the Government without a
majority. But Braun had had enough. He reported him-
self sick, retired to his country cottage, nominated Hirtsiefer
(Zentrum) as his deputy and left the Government to him
and Severing.
Although this rump Government could no longer boast
of a majority in the assembly it represented a power in the
state. An old German political proverb says, * Wer
Preussen hat, hat auch das Reich * (Who holds Prussia holds
the Reich). This was the reason why the Social Democrats
clung to this rump Government; this was the reason, too,
why the enemies of Social Democracy, in particular Papen
and Schleicher, desired to take over power in Prussia,
The idea of dispossessing the Social Democrats by force